CAROL   AND   GODREANU
I think, could have played a very useful part. That dream has
faded. Now any odds that Rumania might have to face would be
too big for this little army to achieve much.
When the last companies had gone, the King stepped into his
car and was whizzed away, through those deserted streets, to his
palace, with motor-cyclist outriders flanking him and police cars
before and behind. Half an hour later Bucharest came to life
again, the inhabitants surged forward into the main streets, faces
appeared at the windows, the caf<6s and restaurants opened, the
normal city scene returned.
The tide of events, having passed over Austria and Czecho-
slovakia, is lapping at Rumania. Hence this little parade-in-a-
vacuum, the closely-guarded King, the segregated population.
Those empty streets, those closed windows, those deserted cafes
and restaurants, those legions of police and plain-clothes men
meant — Corneliu Codreanu, The Iron Guard, Germany.
I told in Insanity Fair how the kings of Rumania reigned with the
problem of Germany ever peering from behind their throne; how
the first king, Carol's great-uncle, saw the best hope for Rumania
in alliance with Germany, the country from which he had come
and whose triumphs in 1864, 1866 and 1871 he had never for^
gotten; howhe failed, in 1914, to induce Rumania to follow him
in that course and how his successor, Ferdinand, brought Rumania
in with the Allies so that, after disaster in the spring of 1918, she
rose triumphant from her ashes in November 1918, doubled in
territory and population.
Now, twenty years after, King Carol is coming face to face with
this same eternal problem. But for him it is no longer a straight
choice —with Germany or against Germany. For Rumania "it
may be that. But for King Carol the issue has been complicated.
Between him and it stand two figures, one spectral and one flesh-
and-blood — Corneliu Codreanu, the dead Fascist "leader, and
Madame Lupescu, a Jewess, for many years his companion and
confidante.
I wrote in Insanity Fair that anti-Semitism in Rumania was
highly dangerous for Gentiles. Many people thought that this
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